Access to Health Rapid Evidence Review Search Strategy
This document tracks the searches conducted for RNID’s rapid evidence review of research about access to healthcare for deaf people and people with hearing loss in the UK. 
More detail about RNID’s overall approach to rapid evidence reviews.

Primary database search
Primary database search conducted on PubMed and Web of Science on 17/09/2025. 
PubMed
1. "Persons with Hearing Disabilities"[MeSH Terms] OR "Hearing Loss"[MeSH Terms] OR "Sign Language"[MeSH Terms] n = 85,965
2. "Health Services Accessibility"[MeSH Terms] OR "Communication Barriers"[MeSH Terms] OR "Medical Interpreting"[MeSH Terms] n = 153,567
3. 1 AND 2 n = 664
4. "access health"[Title/Abstract:~2] n = 36,975
5. 1 AND 4 n = 149
6. (((((deaf*[Title/Abstract]) OR ("hearing loss"[Title/Abstract])) OR ("hearing impair*"[Title/Abstract])) OR ("hard of hearing"[Title/Abstract])) OR ("sensory disab*"[Title/Abstract])) OR ("sensory impair*"[Title/Abstract]) n = 113,107
7. 6 AND 4 n =234
8. (((("access to health*"[Title/Abstract]) OR ("health services"[Title/Abstract])) OR ("health care"[Title/Abstract])) OR ("health services"[Title/Abstract])) OR ("medical care"[Title/Abstract]) n = 664,865
9. 6 AND 8 n = 2060
Web of Science
1. ((TI=(deaf* OR "hearing loss" OR "hearing impair*" OR "hard of hearing" OR "sensory impair" OR "sensory disab*")) OR AB=(deaf* OR "hearing loss" OR "hearing impair*" OR "hard of hearing" OR "sensory impair" OR "sensory disab*")) OR AK=(deaf* OR "hearing loss" OR "hearing impair*" OR "hard of hearing" OR "sensory impair*" OR "sensory disab*") n = 123, 817
2. AB=(“access” NEAR/2 “health”) n = 34,528
3. #1 AND #2 n = 203
4. ((TI=("health services" OR "healthcare" OR "health care" OR "health* system" )) OR AB=("health services" OR "healthcare" OR "health care" OR "health* system" )) OR AK=("health services" OR "healthcare" OR "health care" OR "health* system" ) n = 1,117,546
5. ((TI=(access* OR experience* OR inequal* OR "deaf awareness" OR "communication")) OR AB=(access* OR experience* OR inequal* OR "deaf awareness" OR "communication")) OR AK=(access* OR experience* OR inequal* OR "deaf awareness" OR "communication") N = 5,925,157
6. #4 and #5 n = 356,797
7. #1 AND #6 n = 1,510
Grey literature
Grey literature search was structured around known relevant sources, provided by internal subject experts at RNID. These were used to identify websites and projects names to search systematically.  The approach to each source and number of search results is recorded in Table 1. Each website varied significantly in regard to the inbuilt search mechanism and structure of the site. Results were screened according to the review inclusion criteria. This led to 30 included records out of a possibly 69. 
	Site
	Search strategy
	Results 
	Number added to review

	Department of Health and Social Care
	Keyword: deaf
Topic: Health and Social Care
Type: Research and statistics; policy papers and consultations; transparency and FOI releases
	15 
	1

	Health and Social care alliance Scotland
	Resources page.
Filter by resource type: Reports
Filter by theme: Disability
	7 
	0

	HealthWatch
	Reports Library
Date range 01/01/2016 – 11/07/2025
Keyword: deaf
Filters: Disabilities (Sensory Impairment), Long-term condition (deafness or severe hearing impairment)
	37 
	25

	House of Commons Library
	Keyword: deaf
Date: 01/01/2016 – 07/11/2025
Publication type: Insight, parliament facts and figures, research briefing
	9 
	0

	King’s Fund
	Insight and analysis  Explore
Keywords: deaf
Keyword: hearing
	0
	0

	RNID
	Google search RNID Access to Health 
	1
	1

	Sense
	Research page
	1
	0

	SignHealth
	Resources  Accessible Information Standard  Research
	4
	1 




Supplementary searches
Due to limited time and resources it was not possible to conduct supplementary searches on all included studies. Therefore, searches were conducted using the top five lead authors of included papers with direct relevance to the experiences of deaf people and people with hearing loss using NHS healthcare services. We also utilised backwards citation searching using studies included in existing scoping and systematic reviews. This technique was chosen rather than including existing reviews, as these usually did not limit inclusion criteria to UK studies, meaning only very small amounts of data were relevant to UK healthcare. This led to a total of seven new studies added to the review. 
Authors used for supplementary search:
1. Nour Alhusein – 1 paper added
2. Bhavisha Parmar – 1 paper added
3. Katherine Rogers – 0 papers added
4. Christopher Shank – 0 papers added
5. Julia Terry – 1 paper added
	Seed paper
	UK studies included
	Decision: add for review? 
	Screening decision

	Athanasiadous et al. 2024
	Redshaw et al. 2013
	Exclude on date
	

	
	Malouf et al. 2017
	Include for screening
	Exclude on population – data on deaf people and people with hearing loss not separated from general category of people with sensory impairments 

	
	Hall et al. 2018
	Include for screening
	Include

	Flower et al. 2025
	Emond et al. 2015
	Exclude on date
	

	
	SignHealth 2014
	Exclude on date
	

	
	Abou-Adballah & Lamyman 2021
	Include for screening
	Exclude on study type

	Gould et al. 2025
	Reader et al. 2017

	Include for screening
	Include

	
	Thomas et al. 2006
	Exclude on date
	

	
	Chatzidamianos et al. 2019
	Already included
	

	
	Darroch et al. 2018
	Include for screening
	Exclude on study topic

	
	Zafriah et al. 2020
	Include for screening
	Excluded on study population

	Jaiswal et al. 2023
	Alhusein et al. 2019

	Already included  
	

	
	Leroi et al. 2019a
	Include for screening
	Excluded on study topic

	
	Leroi et al. 2019b
	Already screened and excluded on title/abstract
	

	
	Smith et al. 2019
	Already included
	

	Koerber et al. 2024
	Andrusjak et al. 2021
	Include for screening
	Excluded on study topic

	Morisod et al. 2022
	Middleton 2010

	Exclude on date
	

	
	Young et al. 2016
	Include for screening
	Include

	
	Patel et al. 2011
	Exclude on date
	

	Rogers 2025
	Foltz and Shank 2020
	Already included
	

	
	Kyle et al. 2013
	Exclude on date
	

	
	Reeves et al. 2005
	Exclude on date
	

	
	SignHealth 2014
	Exclude on date
	

	
	Shank and Foltz 2019
	Already included
	

	Sula et al. 2024
	Redshaw et al. 2013
	Exclude on date
	

	
	Malouf et al. 2017
	Already included for screening
	Already Excluded

	Terry and Meara 2024
	Gilmore et al. 2019
	Already included
	

	
	McGlade et al. 2013
	Exclude on date
	

	
	O’Neill et al. 2005
	Exclude on date
	

	Terry, Wilks and Davis (2025)
	McLaughlin et al. 2020
	Include for screening
	Excluded on study topic

	Weerapol et al. 2024
	Gilmore et al. 2019
	Already included

	

	
	Hines 2000
	Exclude on date
	

	
	Saunders et al. 2023
	Include for screening
	Excluded - inaccessible

	
	Wright et al. 1993
	Exclude on date
	

	Wilson-Menzfeld (2025)
	Hulme et al. 2022
	Include for screening
	Include



