APPG on Deafness Meeting, 19th May 2026, 10:00 – 11:00
Venue: Room B, 1 Parliament Street

Attendance
· Sir Desmond Swayne as External Chair
· Peter Prinsley MP
· Alison Griffiths MP
· Baggy Shanker MP
· Liz Twist MP
· Jen Craft MP
· Simon Opher MP
· Andrew George MP
· Andy MacNae MP
· Lola McEvoy MP

· Kara Killeen (RNID – Secretariat)
· Rob Geaney (RNID – Secretariat)
· Justin Cooke (National Deaf Children’s Society)


Agenda Items

1. Annual General Meeting – Election of Officers

Peter Prinsley MP was unanimously elected as Chair of the APPG on Deafness with Alison Griffiths MP, Baggy Shanker MP, and Lord Bruce elected as Vice-Chairs.

2. Audiology – Event in Parliament

Peter Prinsley MP updated the group on a plan to host an event in Parliament focusing on audiology services. Hear for Norfolk, a community-based audiology service, will operate out of their mobile clinic van to provide Parliamentarians with hearing checks and remove wax or refer for hearing aids if necessary.

The event will highlight the benefits of audiology being available in a community setting and provide parliamentarians with more information on wait times for audiology services in their constituency and whether free wax removal is available in their ICB. It is also an opportunity to highlight accessibility in Parliament and the group will look into how it can ensure Parliamentarians with hearing loss are able to fully participate.

3. Barriers to employment – Access to Work

The group reflected on the meeting with Sir Stephen Timms on Access to Work and the importance of ensuring deaf people and people with hearing loss are considered in reform of the scheme. The group discussed what support the scheme funds for of people with hearing loss and the unique needs of deaf BSL users who rely on the scheme for BSL interpretation at work, along with opportunities for technological and AI solutions in future.

4. AOB

The group agreed to keep up to date with coming research on cochlear implants, especially bilateral CI for adults.
