APPG on Deafness Meeting, 14th October 2025, 15:00 – 16:00
Venue: Room R, Portcullis House

Attendance
· Peter Prinsley MP
· Matt Turmaine MP
· Naz Shah MP 
· Marie Rimmer MP
· Baggy Shanker MP
· Sadik Al-Hassan MP

· Harjit Sandhu, CEO – National Community Hearing Association (NCHA) 
· Aliona Derrett, CEO – Hear for Norfolk (Norfolk Deaf Association)
· Claire Benton, President – British Academy of Audiology (BAA)
· Victoria Adshead, Marketing & Communications Manager – British Academy of Audiology (BAA)
· Victoria Bishop-Rowe (Auditory Verbal UK)
· Justin Cooke (National Deaf Children’s Society)
· Simon Want (National Deaf Children’s Society)
· Rob Geaney (RNID – Secretariat)
· Kara Killeen (RNID – Secretariat)

Agenda

1. EGM

Peter Prinsley was nominated and elected as Chair of the APPG on Deafness. Baggy Shanker was nominated and elected as Vice-Chair of the APPG on Deafness.

1. Presentation by Aliona Derrett MSc FCMgr, CEO of Hear for Norfolk

The group heard from Aliona Derrett, CEO of Hear for Norfolk, on how the community audiology programme began, their principles, and the operating model. Hear for Norfolk focuses on supporting patients through the full needs of hearing care, from hearing assessment, provision of hearing aids, maintenance and aftercare, working closely with local hospitals. The programme has a contract with local commissioners which has expanded since the pandemic, operating a mobile clinic and retaining fully qualified nurses to carry out services. The operation is an alternative, not-for-profit model.

The group discussed issues with awareness in communities and particularly the number of people who could benefit from hearing aids and do not have access to them or wear them due to stigma or other barriers. 

The group agreed to consider proposals for a report on audiology services. The group also discussed potential for engaging with other APPGs on issues in common such as barriers to employment for disabled people and people with sensory loss.

· RNID and NDCS to follow up with proposals for a report.
